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PREFACE. 


On  coming  to  Europe  we  received  a  mandate  from  the  whole  Dodecanese 
to  remind  the  civilized  world  everywhere  of  the  services  rendered  to  humanity 
by  these  islands,  which  gave  birth  to  Herodotus,  Hippocrates,  Pherecydes, 
Praxagoras,  and  St.  John  the  Divine,  and  to  so  many  poets,  historians, 
philosophers  and  physicians. 

Our  mission  is  to  make  universally  known  the  indisputable  rights  of  the 
Dodecanese  to  freedom,  and  the  ardent  desire  of  the  islanders,  belonging  to 
a  race  which  has  been  pure  Greek  for  3,000  years,  to  be  re-united  to  the 
Mother-country,  and  to  live  or  die  Greeks. 

Immediately  on  arriving  in  this  free  and  hospitable  country  of  England, 
we  submitted  the  following  memorandum  to  their  Excellencies  Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  M.  Clemenceau,  then  in  London,  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Wilson. 

We  now  present  to  the  reader  some  articles  concerning  the  Dodecanese, 
which  have  appeared  since  then  in  the  English  press,  in  order  that  he  may 
form  a  clear  idea  of  English  public  opinion  on  this  subject.  We  intend  to 
publish  later  a  few  of  the  numerous  letters  which  have  reached  us— important 
and  enlightening  letters— extremely  interesting  not  only  to  us,  but  also  to  the 
chivalrous  and  liberal  English  people,  who  are  called  upon  to  show  interest  in 
the  Dodecanese,  and  to  pay  special  attention  to  a  question  which  is  of  vital 
importance  to  them  also,  for  Rhodes  and  Astypalea  in  the  Dodecanese  might 
become  important  naval  bases  in  the  Mediterranean  between  the  East  and 
the  West.  A  single  glance  At  the  map  is  sufficient  to  show  the  importance 
of  the  Dodecanese  in  connection  with  Suez  and  the  Dardanelles. 

The  Executive  Committee 
of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese. 


Dr.  Skevos  Zervos. 
Paris  Roussos. 


THE    GLOBE. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  4,  1918. 

"DODECANESE     FOR    GREECE." 

"  Reuter's  Agency  learns  that  Professor  Zervos,  of  Athens  University, 
and  M.  Roussos,  representing  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  twelve  islands  in  the  ^Egean  known  as  the  Dodecanese,  have 
arrived  in  London  in  order  to  convey  to  the  British  Government  the  wish 
of  the  Dodecanese  to  be  united  to  Greece.  An  appeal  to  this  effect  was 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  to  M.  Clemenceau  during  the  latter's 
stay  in  London,  and  was  also  telegraphed  to  President  Wilson." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  5,  1918. 

"  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  in  the  character  of  '  pioneer  of  freedom '  and 
4  protector  of  small  nations,'  has  been  approached  by  representatives  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese,  with  a  request  for  his  assistance  to- 
wards effecting  the  reunion  of  the  Twelve  Islands  with  the  Mother 
Country,  Greece." 


MANCHESTER    GUARDIAN. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  5,  1918. 

"DODECANESE   AND   GREECE. 

Appeal  from  the  Islands  for  Reunion. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese  have 
addressed  the  following  manifesto  to  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  as  Prime 
Minister :  — 

Your  Excellency, — The  undersigned  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese,  representing  both  our  com- 
patriots, dwelling  in  the  twelve  islands  and  those  who  live  abroad,  as  well 
as  the  refugees  from  the  Dodecanese,  their  leagues,  associations,  and 
organisations,  have  the  honour,  on  our  arrival  in  this  liberal  country,  to 
bring  to  your  knowledge  that  we  have  been  asked  by  all  our  fellow- 
countrymen,  in  the  most  simple,  unequivocal,  and  categorical  way,  to 
submit  to  you,  the  pioneer  of  freedom  and  the  protector  of  small  nations, 
their  one  and  unswerving  desire  for  the  reunion  of  the  Dodecanese  with 
Greece,  their  mother  country. 

The  Dodecanese,  your  Excellency,  where  Herodotus,  the  father  of 
history,  and  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  medicine,  have  seen  the  day;  the 
Dodecanese,  which  have  reared  and  inspired  many  poets,  physicians,  and 
philosophers,  fervently  request  you  kindly  to  intercede  in  favour  of  their 
reunion  with  Greece,  and  to  plead  at  the  Peace  Conference  for  their  deli- 
verance. We  deserve  freedom  as  much  as  any  other  country,  not  only 
because  of  our  immortal  past  history  and  traditions,  and  the  signal  ser- 
vices rendered  to  science  and  humanity,  but  also  because  we  have  re- 
peatedly and  persistently  asked  of  the  Entente  and  of  America  during 
the  critical  moments  of  this  war  the  privilige  to  fight  by  your  side  and  to 
die  for  the  sake  of  freedom. 

We  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  deepest  respect  of  the  Dodecanese, 
which  expect  from  you  their  freedom,  and  we  remain,  your  Excellency's 
obedient  servants, 

Dr.   Skevos  Zervos. 
Paris  Roussos. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  claims  and  aspirations  of  the  Dode- 
canese has  also  been  submitted  to  M.  Clemenceau  and  to  President 
Wilson." 


Comment  by  the  Manchester  Guardian  upon  the  foregoing  appeal. 
(Leading  article  in  the  issue  dated  December  5,  iqi8.) 

"ITALY    AND    THE    DODECANESE." 

"  The  inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese,  the  twelve  islands  of  the  ^Egean 
which  the  Italians  occupied  during  the  Tripoli  War,  have  sent  a  petition 
to  President  Wilson,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  and  M.  Clemenceau,  praying  for 
their  union  with  the  Greek  motherland.  Under  the  Treaty  which  ended 
the  Tripoli  War  the  Dodecanese  were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  Italians 
immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Tripoli  and  Cyrenaica  by  the  Turks. 
The  Turks,  it  could  be  alleged,  never  did  evacuate  Cyrenaica  and  Tripoli, 
and  war  in  some  fashion  persisted  there  right  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
present  war.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  surrender  of  the  Turkish 
forces  in  those  provinces  was  arranged  for  in  the  armistice  with  Turkey. 
The  question  of  the  Dodecanese  will,  of  course,  come  up  for  determina- 
tion at  the  Peace  Conference.  Equally  certain  is  it  that  if  the  Allies  axe 
true  to  their  professions  there  can  only  be  one  decision,  though,  of 
course,  it  would  have  to  be  taken  with  the  goodwill  of  Italy  and  as  part 
or  a  general  settlement.  The  people  of  the  islands  are  Greek  in  race, 
speech,  and  sentiment.  They  long  to  return  to  Greece  and  be  reunited 
with  their  own.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  we  should  hope,  that  they  will 
get  their  desire." 


IRISH   NEWS. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  10,  1918. 

"THE    DODECANESE. 

"  Some  months  ago  a  distinguished  Greek  gentleman — a  native  of  the 
Island  of  Rhodes  now  resident  in  England — sent  to  the  leading  papers  of 
the  Three  Kingdoms  an  interesting  and  able  plea  for  the  restoration  of 
his  native  island  and  the  eleven  adjacent  smaller  islands  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  Greece.  These  little  areas  are  called  the  Dodecanese  Islands; 
they  were  dishonestly  and  forcibly  occupied  by  Italy  during  the  war  with 
Turkey  in  Tripoli  several  years  ago.  The  Greek  gentleman's  plea  was 
ignored;  he  wrote  to  the  Irish  News  soon  afterwards,  giving  expression  to 
his  gratitude  for  this  journal's  comments  on  his  letter,  and  complaining 
bitterly  of  the  hypocrisy  that  even  then  characterised  the  European 
apostles  of  'freedom  for  small  nations'  and  'National  Self-determina- 
tion.' Still  later,  an  Athenian  paper  containing  a  full  translation  of  the 
Irish  News  article  reached  us.  The  Dodecanesians  are  active  again.  They 
have  sent  a  petition  to  President  Wilson,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  and  M. 
Clemenceau,  praying  for  reunion  with  the  Greek  Motherland,  and  point- 
ing out  that,  under  the  treaty  which  ended  the  Tripoli  War,  the  Dode- 
canese were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  Italians  immediately  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Tripoli  and  Cyrenaica  by  the  Turks.  The  Turks,  it  could  be 
alleged,  never  did  evacuate  Cyrenaica  and  Tripoli,  and  war  in  some 
fashion  persisted  there  right  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  surrender  of  the  Turkish  forces  in  those 
provinces  was  arranged  for  in  the  armistice  with  Turkey.  Now  we  find 
the  Manchester  Guardian  writing  as  follows  :  — 

The  question  of  the  Dodecanese  will,  of  course,  come  up  for  de- 
termination at  the  Peace  Conference.    Equally  certain  is  it  that  if  the 
Allies  are  true  to  their  professions  there  can  be  only  one  decision, 
though,  of  course,  it  would  have  to  be  taken  with  the  goodwill  of 
Italy  and  as  part  of  a  general  settlement.     The  people  of  the  islands 
are  Greek  in  race,  speech,  and  sentiment.     They  long  to  return  to 
Greece  and  be  reunited  with  their  own.     There  can  be  no  doubt,  we 
should  hope,  that  they  will  get  their  desire. 
But  be  it  noted  that  there  are  a  minority  of  Dodecanesians  who  have  been 
seduced  from  their  allegiance  to  their  own  country  by  the  wiles  and  flesh- 
pots  of  Italian  officialdom ;  and  those  natives  of  the  islands  are  playing 
the  part  of  '  Ulster.'     We  dwelt  several  months  ago  on  the  similarity  in 
principle  between  Ireland's  position  and  the  case  of  these  vEgean  Islands. 
Our  Manchester  contemporary  takes  it  for  granted  that  '  the  question  of 
the  Dodecanese  will  come  up  for  determination  at  the  Peace  Conference'; 
but  the  islanders  zvill  not  entrust  the  advocacy  of  their  cause  to  '  fro- 
Germcms ' — therefore  they    may    be   heard,  and    they  may  secure  their 
rights;  and  we  hope  they  will." 

IO 


DAILY  TELEGRAPH. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  12,  1918. 

"  Dr.  Skevos  Zervos  and  M.  Paris  Roussos,  who  have  arrived  in  London 
as  representatives  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Dodecanese,  have  presented  a  memorandum  to  Mr.  Lloyd  George  setting 
forth  the  desire  of  the  population  of  the  twelve  islands  for  their  reunion 
with  Greece,  their  mother  country,  and  asking  him  to  plead  on  their  behalf 
at  the  forthcoming  Peace  Conference." 


MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  12,   1918. 

"  ITALY  AND  THE  DODECANESE. 

Mr.  Theodore  D.  Mosconas  writes  from  32,  Oxford-street,  Manches- 
ter: — The  Dodecanese  claim  nothing  more  than  justice.  Our  people  at 
home  have  already  twice  voiced  their  desire  for  union  with  Greece,  the 
mother  country,  first  at  the  Vz.n-Dodecanesian  Congress  held  at  Patmos 
a  few  months  after  the  Italian  occupation,  and  secondly  by  their  appeal 
to  the  Conference  of  London  in  1913.  Our  history  is  purely  Greek,  right 
from  the  mythological  ages,  when  Homer  sang  the  epics  of  the  "  superb  " 
Rhodians  and  other  Dodecanesians  who  took  part  in  the  Trojan  War,  up 
to  the  Greek  War  of  Independence,  during  which  our  sailors  fought  the 
Turk  and  Egyptian  for  the  resurrection  of  Greece,  under  Miaulis  and 
Canaris.  During  the  War  of  Independence  and  after,  when  Capodistrias 
was  appointed  Governor  of  Greece,  Kalymnos,  Leros,  Symi,  and  other 
islands  of  the  Sporades,  together  with  the  island  of  Samos,  formed  part 
of  the  newly-liberated  territory  until  the  Conference  of  London  of  1832 
handed  them  back  to  the  Turk.  The  vast  majority  of  the  Dodecanesians 
are  Greek,  the  remainder  being  a  few  thousand  Jews  and  Moslems,  who 
live  mostly  in  Rhodes  and  Cos.  The  Central  Committee  in  Athens  re- 
present the  Dodecanesian  Leagues  both  in  Greece  and  abroad,  where  a 
great  many  of  our  countrymen  now  reside,  especially  in  Egypt,  and  I  trust 
that,  in  conformity  with  the  principle  of  the  self-determination  of  small 
nationalities,  their  cry  for  union  with  the  mother  country  will  not  be  in 


i  i 


MORNING    POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  12,  1918. 

"  A  prize  is  offered  by  the  League  of  the  Dodecanesiws  for  a  history 
ot  the  Dodecanese  from  Homer's  time  onwards.  Manuscripts  and  writer's 
name  should  be  sent  to  the  President,  47,  Rue  de  l'Universite,  Athens,  by 
the  last  day  of  1919.  The  winner  will  receive  a  Rhodes  crown  of  laurels, 
a  prize  of  five  thousand  drachmas,  and  six  thousand  more  in  exchange  for 
two  hundred  volumes  of  the  work  after  publication.  Dr.  Skevos  Zervos 
and  Paris  Roussos  may  be  applied  to  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  for  details." 


MORNING   POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  16,  1918. 

"  Opening  of  a  Competition  for  the   Writing  of 

"A  HISTORY  OF  THE  DODECANESE." 

"  The  League  of  the  Dodecanesians,  desiring  to  have  an  exact  and 
complete  history  of  the  Dodecanese  from  the  time  of  Homer  to  our  own 
days,  urgently  requests  those  capable  to  collect  carefully  all  the  docu- 
ments concerning  the  manifold  activities  of  these  people. 

"  The  envelopes  containing  the  manuscripts — with  the  name  of  the 
writer  in  the  usual  way — should  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  League, 
47,  Rue  de  l'Universite,  Athens,  at  the  latest  on  December  31st,  1919. 

"  A  special  Committee  composed  of  people  of  international  authority, 
chosen  in  due  time,  will  judge,  and  publicly  reward,  the  best  work.  Its 
author  will  receive  a  Rhodes  Crown  of  Laurels,  decorated  with  national 
colours ;  a  special  diploma ;  and  a  prize  in  specie  amounting  to  5,000 
drachmas.  Moreover,  he  will  be  given  6,000  drachmas  in  exchange  for 
200  volumes  of  his  work  after  its  publication. 

For  further  details  please  apply  to:  — 

Dr.  Skevos  Zervos 
Paris  Roussos. 

Plenipotentiaries  of  the  League,  Savoy  Hotel,  London,  W." 
12 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  16    1918. 

"THE    DODECANESE." 

"  The  League  of  the  Dodecanesians  offer  prizes  for  an  exact  and'  com- 
plete history  of  the  Dodecanese  from  the  time  of  Homer  to  our  own  days. 
A  special  committee  composed  of  people  of  international  authority  will 
judge,  and  publicly  reward,  the  best  work.  Its  author  will  receive  a 
Rhodes  Crown  of  Laurels,  decorated  with  national  colours,  a  special 
diploma,  and  a  prize  in  specie  amounting  to  5,000  drachmas  (£200  at 
normal  rate  of  exchange).  Moreover,  he  will  be  given  6,000  drachmas 
(£240)  in  exchange  for  200  volumes  of  his  work  after  its  publication. 
The  envelopes  containing  the  manuscripts  are  to  be  sent  to  the  president 
of  the  league,  47,  Rue  de  l'Universite,  Athens,  at  the  latest  on  December 
31,  1919.  Further  details  may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Skevos  Zervos  and 
Paris  Roussos,  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  League,  Savoy  Hotel,  London, 
W.C." 


MANCHESTER    GUARDIAN. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  21,  1918. 

"  MISCELLANY. 

"  Amongst  the  appeals  for  recognition  of  national  aspirations  we  have 
lately  had  one  from  the  Dodecanese,  and  many  people  have  wondered 
who  and  what  they  are.  It  has  evidently  been  assumed  by  those  who 
framed  the  appeal  that  this  knowledge  was  elemental.  The  Dodecanese 
are  twelve  islands  in  the  ^Egean  Sea,  off  the  south-eastern  coast  of  Asia 
Minor.  Most  atlases  called  them  the  Sporades.  Orginally  the  Dode- 
canese consisted  of  the  following  islands :  —Nikaria,  Patmos,  Leros, 
Kalymnos,  Kos,  Stampalia  (Astypalea),  Nisyros,  Tilos,  Symi,  Chalki, 
Karpathos,  and  Kasos.  But  Rhodes  and  Castellorizo  really  belong  to  the 
same  group.  Greece  now  occupies  Nikaria,  and  the  French  Castellorizo. 
The  Italians  occupy  all  the  other  islands,  and  have  been  doing  so  since 
their  war  with  Turkey  in  1911-12.  The  population  of  the  Dodecanese  is 
overwhelmingly  Greek— 143,000  of  a  total  population  of  150,000.  The 
islands  played  an  important  part  in  the  Greek  War  of  Independence, 
rendering  valuable  aid  to  the  motherland.  Ultimately  all  the  islands 
once  more  reverted  to  Turkey,  at  the  same  time  losing  the  self-government 
granted  them  by  the  early  Turkish  conquerors." 

l3 


NEAR    EAST. 


Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  21,  1918. 

"IRREDEHTA   DODECANESUS    FILIA    GR^CIA    EST." 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 

"  SIR, — Grecian  Irredentists  claim  not  only  Thrace  and  Asia  Minor, 
but  also  the  Dodecanese  (where  Herodotus  and  Hippocrates  were  born), 
whose  history,  religion,  and  culture  bear  witness  to  their  right  to  appeal  at 
the  coming  Peace  Congress  for  their  long-delayed  union  with  Greece,  the 
Mother  Country. 

"  Tidings  of  good  news  are  already  spread  throughout  all  the  Greek 
communities  abroad  that  our  national  rights  will  no  longer  be  considered 
as  a  Midsummer  Night's  Dream  and  Utopia.  The  Unredeemed  Greeks 
hope  that  their  movement  will  meet  with  as  much  support  as  the  similar 
rising  of  national  spirit  of  the  Armenians  and  Syrians  has  received.  Irre- 
dentist meetings  are  held,  a  Provisional  Government  already  established, 
and  every  Greek  expects  the  realisation  of  the  "  Grand  Idea  "  for  which 
the  Hellenic  nation  twice  arose  against  the  Osmanli  before  the  Eight 
Years'  War  of  Independence  took  place  in  1821. 

"  The  Dodecanesians,  true  to  their  motherland,  and  a  vital  part  of  the 
Greek  family,  will  emphasise  the  justice  of  their  claim  by  presenting  the 
following  official  statistics  to  the  Peace  Conference:  — 


Islands. 

Greeks. 

Patmos 

...       2,700 

Leros 

...       6,000 

Kalymnos    . 

...      18,000 

Kos 

...     10,550 

Nissyros 

...       5,000 

Astipalea 

1,200 

Symi 

16,000 

Delos 

1,300 

Halki 

2,740 

Rhodes 

...     25,010 

Karpathos    . 

8,527 

Kassos 

5,700 

Turks. 


4,000 


Jews. 
20 


20 


Various. 


7,960 


3,960 


150 


Total. 
2,720 
6,000 

18,000 

14,570 
5,000 
1,200 

16,000 
1,300 
2,740 

37,080 
8,527 
5,700 


102,727       11,960  4,000  150       118,837 

"  In  fact,  every  Dodecanesian  could  repeat  a  new  version  of  Mary 
Tudor's  last  words  :  '  Open  my  heart,  you  will  find  Greece  written  upon 
it.' — I  am,  etc., 

Theodore  D.  Moschonas" 
32,  Oxford  Street,  Manchester,  December  16. 


AN  APPEAL  FOR  THE  LIBERATION   AND  UNION  OF  THE 

HELLENIC  RACE. 

By  William  Pember  Reeves. 

From  the  above  work  we  reprint  the  following  chapter  :  — 
RHODES    AND    THE    TWELVE    ISLANDS. 

"  The  Islands  of  the  ALgean,  from  Crete  in  the  south  to  Thasos  in  the 
north,  are  now  most  of  them  under  the  Greek  flag.  The  sole  exception  is 
found  in  the  south-east  of  the  sea,  where  Rhodes  and  twelve  small  islands 
are  held  by  Italy.  For  what  reason  the  Italians  persist  in  retaining  these 
unwilling  and  petty  conquests  may  well  puzzle  anyone  of  balanced  mind. 
Italy  seized  them  from  Turkey  in  1911.  The  simple-minded  inhabitants, 
believing  that  the  Italians  came  to  free  them  from  bondage  and  to  help 
them  to  join  their  mother  country,  welcomed  the  invaders  with  enthusiasm. 
The  Italian  officials  in  command  of  the  landing  forces  promised  them 
liberation.  Signor  Giolitti,  the  Italian  Premier,  gave  them  the  best  reason 
for  thinking  that  their  confidence  had  not  been  misplaced.  In  a  speech  in 
the  Italian  Parliament  he  distinctly  discountenanced  the  notion  of  hold- 
ing these  islands  in  subjection,  pointing  out  that  this  would  be  to  put  Italy 
in  the  position  of  keeping  '  unredeemed '  civilised  people  in  bondage. 
What  sinister  influences  were  brought  to  bear  to  make  him  or  the  Italian 
Foreign  Office  change  their  minds  can  only  be  guessed.  It  is  enough  to 
say  that  for  some  unavowed  purpose  Italy  has  continued  to  hold  these 
valueless  acquisitions  for  seven  years,  and  gives  no  sign  of  renouncing 
them.  The  murmurs  of  the  disappointed  inhabitants  have  passed  un- 
heeded, and  the  efforts  of  M.  Venizelos  to  induce  Italy  to  surrender  even 
the  smaller  islands  have  been  baffled.* 

"  The  islands,  as  I  have  said,  are  quite  worthless  to  Italy.  Rhodes, 
which  is  larger  than  all  the  rest  of  them  put  together,  contains  a  few 
hundred  square  miles  of  fairly  good  hilly  country,  capable  of  sustaining 
the  40,000  or  thereabouts  of  people  who  inhabit  it,  and  incapable  of 
doing  much  more.  Kos  and  Karpathos  have  patches  of  good  arable  land. 
The  others  are  little  better  than  rocks  tenanted  by  fishermen,  goatherds, 
sponge-divers,  and  sailors.  Astypalaia  has  a  good  natural  harbour,  but 
its  uselessness  to  Italy  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  for  seven  years  she  has 
done  nothing  there  to  speak  of.  The  size  and  the  material  value  of  the 
islands,  indeed,  are  so  paltry  that  the  reader  may  ask  why  Greece  should 
trouble  about  acquiring  them.     The  answer  is  that  seven-eighths  of  the 

*Viscount  Grey,  in  a  statement  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  August  12th,  1913,  made 
the  following  declarations  : — 

"  We  have  a  particular  interest  that  no  one  of  these  islands  should  be  claimed  or  re- 
tained by  one  of  the  Great  Powers  .  .  .  The  testimony  of  the  jEgean  Islands  is  one 
which  concerns  all  the  Powers,  and  no  one  Great  Powers  can  claim  one  of  those  islands  for 
itself.     ... 

"  Italy  has  never  allowed  us  for  one  moment  to  doubt  that  it  is  her  intention  to  complete 
that  part  of  that  treaty  (of  Lausanne)  with  regard  to  these  islands  and  retire  from  these 
islands  when  Turkey  has  completed  her  part.  We  have  complete  confidence  in  her  good 
faith." 


"  inhabitants  are  Greeks,  and  that  they  include  some  of  the  purest  examples 
of  the  old  Greek  Hellenic  type.  Ethnically  the  islands  have  been  Greek 
for  2,500  years,  and,  living  as  they  do  in  sight  of  enfranchised  Greek  soil, 
the  inhabitants — most  of  whom  are  better  educated  than  the  Southern 
Italians — may  be  excused  if  they  feel  all  the  sickness  of  hope  deferred. 
Materially,  I  repeat,  these  picturesque  rocks  are  worthless  to  Italy.  Judged 
by  their  area  and  resources,  their  economic  value  might  be  conceived  to  be 
about  one-sixth  of  the  value  of  Cyprus  to  Britain.  As,  however,  the 
economic  value  of  Cyprus  to  Britain  is  nil,  the  material  worth  to  Italy  of 
Rhodes  and  the  twelve  specks,  her  neighbours,  would  appear  to  defy 
calculation.  One  is  reduced  to  hope  that  a  Great  Power,  the  Ally  of  Free 
Nations,  will  be  too  proud  and  too  business-like  to  persist  in  the  un- 
profitable injustice  of  holding  them  much  longer  in  subjection." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  21,  1918. 

"  Representatives  of  the  Dodecanesians  resident  in  Egypt  met  in 
Alexandria  on  December  1  and  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  Allies  to 
put  an  end  to  the  present  transitory  state  of  the  islands  by  uniting  them 
with  Greece." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  24,  1918. 

"  NEW  BOUNDARIES. 
"  The  Smaller  States  in  the  Near  East. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  The  Times. 
"Sir,—       ........ 

The  islands  are  all  Greek,  though  there  is  a  Turkish  minority  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Crete,  of  Rhodes,  and  of  Cos.  The  Italian  claim  to  twelve 
of  the  islands  cannot  possibly  be  maintained  along  with  the  Italian  claim 
to  the  Trentino  and  Trieste,  for  the  Italians  cannot  at  the  same  time  set  up 
the  principle  of  nationality  for  themselves  and  deny  it  for  the  Greeks 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Spenser  Wilkinson." 
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THE    NEAR    EAST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  27,  1919. 

"HITHER    ASIA    AND    THE    PEACE    CONFERENCE. 

"  The  attitude  of  certain  Powers  at  the  Paris  Conference  towards  the 
settlement  of  that  part  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  lying  between  the  ^Egean 
Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf  is  likely  to  prove  the  "  acid  test "  of  the  sincerity 
with  which  they  subscribe  to  what  are  generally  accepted  as  the  Allies' 
war  aims.  Before  the  war  the  question  of  the  reversion  of  the  Turkish 
inheritance  was  continually  before  the  European  Chancelleries.  The 
latest  claimant  for  favourable  consideration  was  Italy,  whose  war  with 
Turkey  represented  a  definite  step  in  a  policy  that  aimed  at  Mediterranean 
equilibrium,  in  other  words,  the  equalising  of  Italy's  position  in  the  Medi- 
terranean with  the  position  of  Great  Britain  and  of  France.  Those  were 
the  unregenerate  days  of  Europe.  The  war  between  Italy  and  Turkey 
ended  with  the  latter  in  possession  of  the  islands  of  Dodecanesus,  with 
the  right  to  retain  them  as  security  for  the  fulfilment  by  the  Turks  of  their 
treaty  stipulations.  Before  these  islands  had  been  returned  to  Turkey, 
the  Italians  secured  from  the  Porte  a  concession  which  gave  them  a  foot- 
hold on  the  mainland  of  Asia  Minor.  It  was  found  that  this  concession — 
a  railway  from  Adalia  to  Bourdour,  near  Egadir — clashed  with  the  rights 
of  the  Smyrna-Aidin  Railway.  The  British  company  was  understood  to 
be  willing  to  waive  part  of  its  claims,  but  the  negotiations  between  Italy 
and  Turkey  were  still  in  suspense  when  the  European  war  broke  out.  As 
a  result  of  her  decision  to  range  herself  on  the  side  of  the  Allies  Italy's 
overseas  ambitions  have  experienced  a  marked  development.  According 
to  the  Italian  version  of  the  Treaty  of  April,  1915,  the  Entente  Powers 
agreed  that  Italy  should  obtain  full  possession  of  all  the  islands  of  the 
Dodecanese  actually  occupied  by  her;  the  same  Powers  also  recognised 
that  Italy  was  interested  in  maintaining  the  political  equilibrium  of  forces 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  acknowledged  her  right,  in  the  event  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Russia  occupying  parts  of  Turkey,  to  occupy  the 
south-western  portion  of  Asia  Minor.  At  a  later  date  it  was  asserted  by 
the  Italian  Press  that  the  Allied  Conference  at  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  had 
agreed  that  the  Italian  sphere  in  Asia  Minor  should  comprise  Smyrna, 
Konia,  and  Adana.  Much  water  has  passed  under  the  bridges  of  the 
Tiber  since  1915.  The  Western  democracies  found  that  far  loftier 
motives  than  the  mere  lust  of  territorial  aggrandisement  were  required  to 
sustain  a  war  of  so  exacting  a  character.  The  evils  of  the  old  system 
were  realised,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  only  hope  for  the  future  peace  of 
the  world  lay  in  the  renunciation  of  purely  Imperialist  aims.  To  this 
doctrine  the  Allies  have  formally  given  their  adherence." 
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THE    NEAR    EAST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  December  27,  1918. 

"  Representatives  of  the  Dodecanesians  resident  in  Egypt  met  in 
Alexandria  on  December  1,  and  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  Allies  to 
put  an  end  to  the  present  transitory  state  of  the  islands  by  uniting  them 
with  Greece." 


MORNING    POST 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  6,  1919. 

"SIGNOR     BISSOLA1TS    RESIGNATION. 

INTERVIEW     WITH     RETIRING     MINISTER." 

(From  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Rome,  Dec.  29. 

"  With  the  frankness  which  has  always  distinguished  him,  Signor  Bis- 
solati,  whose  resignation  has  caused  such  an  impression  alike  in  Italy  and 
abroad,  has  authorised  me  to  state  plainly  in  the  Morning  Post  the  real 
reasons  of  that  step. 

" '  I  have  failed/  Signor  Bissolati  told  me,  '  to  move  Baron  Sonnino 
away  from  three  clauses  of  the  Secret  Treaty  of  London — (1)  the  annexa- 
tion of  a  large  portion  of  Dalmatia,  from  Lissarika  and'  Trebuije  to  Cape 
Planka  (Article  v.) ;  (2)  the  permanent  retention  of  all  the  thirteen  islands 
of  the  so-called  Dodecanese,  with  their  almost  exclusively  Greek  popula- 
tion (Article  viii.) ;  and  (3)  the  inclusion  within  Italian  territory  of  the 
German  population  of  the  Northern  Tyrol  as  far  as  the  Brenner  (Article 
iv.).  Baron  Sonnino  insists  on  the  absolute  intangibility  of  the  Secret 
Treaty  of  London ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  does  not  include  Fiume, 
which  the  treaty  (Article  v.,  Note  2)  assigns  "   to  the  territory  of  Croatia, 

IS 


Serbia,  and  Montenegro,"  whereas  I  claim1  that  Italian  city  for  Italy,  but 
would  give  Dalmatia  to  the  Jugo-Slavs.'  " 

"  THE  DODECANESE. 

"  With  regard  to  the  thirteen  Greek  islands  in  the  Southern  ^Egean, 
which  Italy  held  as  a  pledge  until  such  time  as  Turkey  had  executed  the 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne  of  1912,  Signor  Bissolati  considered 
that  it  was  bad  policy  to  make  enemies  all  round,  and  to!  irritate  Greece 
and  drive  her  into  an  alliance  with  Jugo-Slavia  against  Italy,  at  a  moment 
when  Italy  was  perhaps  not  altogether  in  perfect  agreement  with  her  great 
neighbour  on  the  West.  The  thirteen  Southern  Sporades,  he  said,  were 
barren  rocks,  and  in  his  view  it  would  be  better  to  give  them  up,  obtaining 
in  compensation  something  really  useful,  such  as  the  coal  mines  of 
Herakleia" 


MANCHESTER    GUARDIAN. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  6,  1919. 

"THE    RIGHTS    OF    THE    DODECANESE." 

"  We  have  received  the  following  telegram  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Dodecanese :  — 

"  Knowing  the  great  interest  you  have  always  taken  in  our  nation,  we 
should  like  to  suggest  that  whenever  you  so  nobly  raise  your  voice  in 
favour  of  enslaved  nationalities  and  races  it  would  only  be  just  not  to 
overlook  the  Hellenic  nation— a  great  portion  of  whom  has  been  enslaved 
for  over  500  years,  and  whose  services  to  humanity  are  so  well  and  so 
widely  known.  The  Dodecanese,  among  the  most  purely  Hellenic  of  the 
children  of  Greece,  endowed  with  a  history  of  more  than  3,000  years,  who 
produced  Herodotus,  Hippocrates,  St.  John  the  Divine,  have  indisputable 
rights  in  demanding  their  final  national  redemption  and  union  with  their 
rr.  other,  Greece." 
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THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  8,   1919. 

"NEW     BALKAN     FRONTIERS. 

An  Ethnographical  Peace. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Times. 

"  The  ethnic  claims  of  Rumania  in  Transylvania,  of  Yugoslavia  on  the 
Adriatic,  .  .  .  should  all  be  satisfied,  as  well  as  those  of  Greece  in 
Asia  Minor  and  the  islands.. 

J.  D.   BOURCHIER." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  9,   1919. 


"  Our  Athens  Correspondent  says  that  the  islands  of  the  Dodecanese 
are  suffering  much  from  a  great  scarcity  of  foodstuffs.  Wheat  has  been 
lacking  in  the  islands  for  months." 


THE    NEAR    EAST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  10,   1919. 

"  The  Athens  correspondent  of  The  Times  says  that  the  islands  of  the 
Dodecanese  are  suffering  much  from  a  great  scarcity  of  foodstuffs 
Wheat  has  been  lacking  in  the  islands  for  months." 
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MORNING    POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  14,   1919. 

"BISSOLATI'S    FAITH. 

ITALY    AND    THE    JUGO-SLAVS. 

HER  ILLUMINATING  MISSION." 

Rome,  j  an.  1~ 

"  Signor  Bissolati's  very  important  speech  at  the  Scala  Theatre,  Milan, 
last  night  confirmed  and  amplified  the  interview  given  by  him  to  the 
Morning  Post,  and  fully  explained  the  profound  reasons  which  led  to  his 
resignation.  On  the  platform  were  Generals  Carrero  and1  Grammantieri, 
the  latter  of  whom  protested  against  the  attempt  to  interrupt  a  man  like 
Signor  Bissolati,  who  had  shed  his  blood  for  his  country. 

"  Signor  Bissolati  was  surrounded  by  officers  and  soldiers,  who  ap- 
plauded their  old  comrade. 

"  He  began  by  describing  the  League  of  Nations  as  no  Utopia,  but  as 
an  idea  which  already  had  partly  become  and  was  partly  becoming  a 
reality,  and  he  urged  that  each  of  the  victorious  peoples  should  take  with 
it  to  the  Congress  a  disposition  towards  moderation  and  equity  and  respect 
for  the  exigencies  of  others,  and  should  guard  itself  against  all  uncon- 
scious German  elements  in  its  mind. 

"  Signor  Bissolati  next  discussed  territorial  questions.  Italy,  he  said, 
should  therein  show  fidelity  to  the  character  of  her  noble  war  aims.  The 
same  motives  which  led  the  Italian  people  to  enter  the  war  should  direct 
Italy  in  the  peace  negotiations,  but  these  criteria  must  apply  not  only  to 
Italians,  but  also  to  other  peoples. 

"THE  TREATY  OF  LONDON. 
"  He  touched  on  the  Treaty  of  London,  which,  he  reminded  his  audi- 
ence, was  not  signed  by  the  United  States  or  by  the  small  States  among 
Italy's  Allies,  whose  interests,  nevertheless,  were  affected.  The  Treaty, 
therefore,  could  not  escape  discussion  by  those  who  did  not  sign  it. 
There  were  some  points  which  the  Italian  people  placed  beyond  all  dis- 
cussion— namely,  the  Trentino,  Gorizia,  Trieste,  and  Istria — Italy's  sacred 
boundaries.  But  the  Treaty  of  London  claimed  for  Italy  regions  the 
annexation  of  which  would  lead  Italy  to  trace  for  herself  a  line  contrary 
to  her  fundamental  interests  and  contrary  to  her  mission.  There  was, 
for  instance,  the  Dodecanese,  indisputably  Greek,  the  annexation  of 
which,  he  said,  would  keep  Italy  separated  from  Greece,  whereas  if  Italy, 
mindful  of  General  Ameglione's  proclamations,  offered  the  Dodecanese 
to  the  Conference  for  restitution  to  Greece  she  would  gain  on  the  Lower 
Adriatic  and  on  the  Southern  Albanian  frontiers  a  secure  boundary  and 
open  a  large  door  to  Italian  culture  and  trade  in  the  Balkans  and  the 
Mediterranean." 


LIVERPOOL    DAILY    COURIER. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  14,  1919. 

"  CONFERENCE  AND  COMPROMISE. 
"  The  assumption  that  the  clash  of  Italian  and1  Jugo-Slav  claims  in 
Adriatic  would  provoke  controversy  has  been  early  justified  by  the  piquant 
struggle  between  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  Baron  Sonnino  over  the  Balkan 
representation.  We  think  the  country  should  know  the  truth  about  that 
"  Secret  Treaty  of  London "  in  opposition  to  which  Bissolati  left  the 
Italian  Cabinet.  If  it  promises  to  Italy  the  greater  part  of  the  Dalmatian 
coast,  predominantly  Slav,  the  retention  of  the  islands  of  the  Dodecanese, 
with  their  Greek  population,  and  the  absorption  of  the  Germans  of 
Northern  Tyrol,  it  is  a  treaty  clearly  inconsistent  with  the  major  prin- 
ciples of  the  Allies,  and  it  is  inconceivable  that  the  Peace  Conference  will 
permit  it  to  stand.  This  is  an  occasion  when  all  treaties  are  under  revi- 
sion, and  the  map  of  Europe  open  to  complete  adjustment.  So  far  as  is 
humanly  possible,  no  large  body  of  people,  whether  Germans,  Slavs, 
Greeks,  Rumanians,  Italians,  French,  Bulgars,  or  Serbs,  should  be  forced 
once  more  under  a  foreign  domination.  Some  hardships  will  be  inevitable 
owing  to  the  admixture  of  races,  but  if  a  League  of  Nations  is  to  come 
into  being  strategic  frontiers  need  no  longer  be  considered  a  necessity  of 
settlement." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  15,  1919. 

"THE    CLAIMS    OF   GREECE. 

Interview  with  M.  Venizelos. 

SUPPORT   FOR   LEAGUE   OF   NATIONS. 

(From  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Paris,  Jan.  14. 

"  The  only  point  that  remains  in  our  programme  is  the  fate  of  the 
islands.  They  have  been  Greek  for  thousands  of  years,  and  ought  to  go 
back  to  Greece  in  their  integrity.  When  it  was  arranged  in  the  Treaty  of 
1915  between  the  Entente  and  Italy  that  Italy  should  annex  Rhodes  and 
the  islands  of  Dodecanesus,  the  war  bore  a  very  different  complexion,  and 
the  principles  proclaimed  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  the  Allied  Governments,  if 
they  form  the  basis  of  the  future  peace,  will  no  doubt  lead  our  great  neigh- 
bour, Italy,  to  propose  the  retrocession  of  these  islands  to  Greece,  since 
Italy  cannot  desire,  by  maintaining  her  sovereignty  over  purely  Greek 
populations,  to  cause  constant  friction  between  two  peoples,  who  ought  to 
be  able  to  work  in  close  collaboration  in  the  future." 


22 


LIVERPOOL  DAILY   POST  AND  MERCURY. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  16,  1919. 

"ITALIAN  ANXIETIES. 
"  The  Dalmatian  question,  however,  is  not  the  only  question  in  which 
Italy  is  involved,  and  which  is  stirring  hot  controversy  in  Balkan  lands. 
For  Greece,  the  Italian  occupation  of  the  Dodecanese  has  long  been  a 
cause  of  dispute.  The  Dodecanese,  as  the  name  imparts,  are  a  group  of 
twelve  islands  lying  off  the  south-east  coast  of  Asia  Minor.  The  popu- 
lation is  wholly  Greek.  Except  two,  all  of  the  islands  were  seized  by 
Italy  during  the  Tripolitan  war  with  Turkey,  and  held  as  a  pledge  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne,  which  ended  hostilities.  Natu- 
rally, Greece  now  expects  to  receive  the  islands  as  a  measure  of  justice 
long  overdue  to  her.  If  Italy  should  retain  her  grip  of  the  Dodecanese 
she  may  do  an  ill  turn  to  her  own  interests.  In  such  an  event  the  outlook 
would  be  dismal  indeed,  and  the  Peace  Conference  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  dire  possibilities,  especially  if  Greater  Serbia  were  compelled  to 
forego  Dalmatia.  But  one  is  still  confident  that  Italy  will  decline  to 
push  her  ambitions  when  it  is  seen  whither  they  may  lead  Both  herself 
and  the  world." 


THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  16,  1919. 

"EXHIBITION    OF    THE     DODECANESE 

"With  the  object  of  furnishing  full  information  to  the  numerous 
British  scholars  intending  to  study  the  history  of  the  Dodecanese  and 
who  have  shown  a  lively  interest  in  the  subject,  and  as  it  is  not  possible 
to  send  to  each  individually  the  necessary  particulars  concerning  the 
islands,  we  have  resolved  to  open  shortly  an  Exhibition  of  Photographs  of 
the  Dodecanese  in  some  central  place  in  London,  where  visitors  will  be 
able  to  see  gratis  the  Twelve  Islands,  with  their  scenery,  the  customs 
and  religious  ceremonies  of  their  inhabitants,  their  schools,  their  coins, 
their  ancient  and  contemporary  art,  as  well  as  portraits  of  their  famous 
men,  benefactors  of  humanity. 

"  The  time  and  place  of  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition  will  be  fixed  at 
an  early  date. 

Dr.  Skevos  Zervos,  Paris  Roussos, 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Dodecanesians." 
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BIRMINGHAM    POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  16,  1919. 

" GREATER  GREECE  OF  A  NEW  EPOCH. 

IRREDENTISTS'    CLAIMS    IN    ASIA    MINOR. 

Unique  Position  Occupied  by  Smyrna." 

(From  a  Correspondent.) 


"  The  fact,  also,  that  the  Italians  are  in  actual  possession  of  the  Dode- 
canese Islands,  including  Rhodes,  is  food  for  considerable  concern.  The 
population  is  certainly  Greek,  more  so  than  in  many  districts  on  the 
mainland,  whereas  Italy's  occupation  is  in  the  nature  of  a  financial 
transaction  arising  out  of  the  Tripolitan  War. 


"DODECANESE  ISLANDS  QUESTION. 
"  The  position  of  Smyrna  is  unique,  inasmuch  as,  though  its  popula- 
tion is  certainly  largely  composed  of  Greeks  and  Levantine  Greeks,  it 
owes  its  commercial  value  in  pre-war  times  to  British  influence,  activity, 
investment,  and  trade.  Its  hinterland  is  Anatolia,  and  it  is  the  port  par 
excellence  thereof.  For  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  it  should  remain 
nominally  in  the  possession  of  the  people  occupying  Anatolia — in  this 
case  the  Turks — which  does  not,  however,  eliminate  foreign  control  of  its 
quays  and  wharves,  and  of  the  main  lines  of  transport,  such  as  the 
Smyrna-Aidin  railway,  which  lead  into  the  interior.  It  seems  essential, 
however,  that  this  control,  rather  than  be  international,  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  Great  Powers  and  that  the  regime  be  that  of  a  free 
port. 

"  In  conclusion,  it  can  be  pointed  out  here  that  the  solution  of  the 
Dodecanese  Islands  question  must  be  left,  in  the  first  place,  to  those  most 
directly  concerned — namely,  Greece  and  Italy — and  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  Baron  Sonnino  and  M.  Venizelos,  both  of  whom  are  able  statesmen, 
will  arrive  at  the  desired  solution.  Compromise,  after  all,  plays  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  statesman's  craft ;  it  will  have  to  play  a  bigger  one  than 
ever  if  the  peace  we  are  now  trying  to  elaborate  is  to  be  the  success 
expected  to  be." 
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THE    TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  17.   1919. 

ITALY'S    FUTURE    FRONTIERS 

SIGNOR     BISSOLATI'S     SPEECH." 

(From  Our  Special  Correspondent.") 


Paris,  Jan.  16.. 


"  There  ie  also  the  Dodecanese.  The  annexation  of  these  indisputably- 
Greek  lands  could  only  serve  the  negative  interest  of  keeping  Italy  and 
Greece  apart.  Should  Italy  offer  at  the  Conference  to  restore  the  Dode- 
canese to  Greece  she  would  invert  the  present  situation  and  win  a  sure 
friend  in  the  Southern  Adriatic  and  South  Albania." 


THE  CHALLENGE. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  17,  1919. 

1  'We  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  representatives  of  the  Dode- 
canese, who  are  now  in  London  to  plead  the  cause  of  their  co-nationals. 
Their  little  islands  have  had  a  hard  fate.  Lying  farthest  from  Greece, 
amid  the  blue  waters  of  the  Mgea.n,  they  flew  to  arms  in  the  cause  of 
Greek  independence,  supplied  the  Greek  fleet  with  many  a  gallant  corsair, 
and  suffered  the  horrors  of  the  Turkish  revenge.  When  Greece  became 
free  the  Powers  insisted  on  their  retention,  and  they  remained  under 
Ottoman  rule  till  the  Italo-Turkish  war  of  1911.  Then  they  were  occu- 
pied by  Italian  troops,  and  were  held  as  hostages  for  the  execution  of 
the  Treaty  of  Lausanne,  after  which  they  were  to  return.  They  have 
never  returned,  for  the  Turkish  flag  has  been  driven  off  the  ALgean  by 
the  Greek  fleet.  But,  on  one  pretext  or  another,  the  Italians  have  refused 
to  evacuate  them.  They  were  prevented  from  aiding  Hellas  in  the 
Balkan  war — though  many  a  volunteer  made  his  way  into  King  Con- 
stantine's  fighting  divisions — and  while  Greece  entered  into  possession 
of  the  neighbouring  islands,  they  must  still  suffer  occupation  by  Italy. 
All  through  the  European  war  the  islands — entirely  Greek  in  population, 
character,  and  patriotism — have  pled  to  be  allowed  to  pass  under  the 
Greek  Government,  and  so  realise  at  last  Greek  unity.  Now  they  are 
bringing  their  case  directly  before  the  Western  democracies.  We  wish 
them  a  favourable  hearing  and  a  happy  issue  to  their  present  tribulation." 


BIRMINGHAM    POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  18,  1919. 

"CONSTANTINOPLE  FOR  GREECE. 

HOW  BALKAN  GORDIAN  KNOT  MIGHT  BE  CUT. 

BULGARS'  NEED  OF  A  PORT  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN." 

(From  a  Correspondent.) 

"  The  need!  for  an  amicable  understanding  between  Greece  and  Italy 
on  the  Dodecanese  Islands  question  has  been  referred  to  elsewhere,  but 
it  is  no  less  true  that  both  countries  hold  opposite  views  on  the  future  of 
Northern  Epirus,  more  particularly  in  those  districts  where  the  Greek 
Epirotes  blended,  though  most  unsatisfactorily,  with  the  Southern 
Albanians." 


COMMON   SENSE 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  IS,   1919. 

TERRITORIAL  PROBLEMS  OF  THE  PEACE  SETTLEMENT. 
Interview  with  Mr.  G.  P.  Gooch. 


" '  They  rest,'  was  the  reply,  '  partly  on  the  fact  that  this  district 
formed  part  of  the  old  Republic  of  Venetia,  and  partly  on  the  presence  of 
a  certain  number  of  Italians  in  the  towns.  But  the  population  of  this 
region  as  a  whole  is  to-day  overwhelmingly  Slav,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
brought  under  an  Italian  Government.  You  might,  perhaps,  allow  Italy 
a  few  of  the  islands  in  order  to  ensure  her  the  command  of  the  Adriatic, 
and  she  might  also  retain  Valona ;  but  she  has  as  little  right  to  the  Dal- 
matian mainland  as  she  has  to  the  Dodecanese.  I  am  hoping  that  the 
Peace  Conference  will  not  endorse  the  extravagant  claims  put  forward 
by  Italy  in  the  secret  treaty  of  1915.  The  resignation  of  Signor  Bissolati 
and  President  Wilson's  subsequent  interview  with  him  are  an  encourag- 
ing sign.' " 
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THE    SUNDAY   TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  19,  1919. 

"ITALY'S    OPPORTUNITY. 

SIGNOR     BISSOLATI'S     SPEECH." 

By  Harold  Cox. 

"  The  Italian  extremists  also  claim  the  islands  of  the  Dodecanese, 
largely  inhabited  by  Greeks  and  now  insistently  claimed  by  the  Greek 
Government.  Thus,  if  the  policy  of  the  Italian  extremists  is  carried  out 
there  will  be  established  a  permanent  cause  of  quarrel  between  Italy  and 
her  Slavonic  and  Greek  neighbours.  That  will  hardly  make  for  the 
peace  of  Eastern  Europe. 

"THE    TREATY    OF    LONDON. 

"  In  defence  of  their  claims  the  Italian  extremists  point  to  the  Treaty 
of  1915  between  Italy,  England,  France,  and  Russia,  which  guaranteed 
to  Italy  both  the  Dalmatian  coast  and  the  Dodecanese  Islands.  France 
and  Great  Britain  are  bound  by  this  convention  to  support  these  Italian 
claims  at  the  Peace  Conference  if  Italy  insists,  but  the  United  States  was 
not  a  party  to  the  Treaty,  nor  were  any  of  the  remaining  Allies.  Russia, 
who  was  a  party,  has  fallen  out. 

"  Moreover,  it  is  sufficiently  obvious  that  the  conditions  under  which 
the  Treaty  was  made  are  no  longer  operative.  That  is  not  all.  There 
are,  as  Signor  Bissolati  rightly  insists,  moral  obligations  resting  upon  all 
the  Allies  who  have  won  the  present  war.  The  principal  of  those  obliga- 
tions is  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  any  of 
us  to  imitate  the  spirit  of  aggression  which  we  have  fought  to  kill  in 
Germany.  Italians  may,  of  course,  plead  that  it  is  comparatively  easy 
for  Englishmen  to  put  forward  this  argument,  because  our  dominions  are 
so  spacious  that  we  can  afford  without  risk  to  ourselves  to  preach  gene- 
rosity to  others.  But  they  may  be  reminded  that  in  the  past  England  has 
done  something  more  than  preach.  In  1858  Mr.  Gladstone  was  sent  as 
special  commissioner  to  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  as  a  result  of  his  mission, 
and  by  the  subsequent  establishment  of  a  Danish  dynasty  in  Greece,  the 
Ionian  Islands,  previously  occupied  by  Great  Britain,  were  in  1863  volun- 
tarily surrendered  to  Greece. 

"ITALY    AND    THE    DODECANESE. 
"  All  this  time  Cyprus  was  held  by  Great  Britain  under  a  bargain 
with  the  Ottoman  Government.     When  we  declared  war  on  Turkey  in 
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*  1914  Cyprus  was  annexed  to  the  British  Empire.  Our  hands  are  there- 
fore free.  We  can  do  with  Cyprus  as  we  wish.  The  large  majority  of 
the  population  is  Greek,  and,  though  the  more  intelligent  Greeks  doubt- 
less realise  that  from  a  material  point  of  view  they  would  probably  be 
better  off  under  British  rule,  they  ardently  desire  union  with  what 
they  regard  as  their  mother  country." 

"  It  is  exactly  the  story  of  the  Ionian  Islands  repeated.  Let  us  also 
repeat  the  example  that  England  then  set  to  the  world.  It  would  be 
difficult  for  the  Italians  to  refuse  to  follow  that  example  in  the  case  of  the 
twelve  Greek  islands  which  they  now  occupy.  Those  islands  were 
taken  from  Turkey  by  Italy  in  the  course  of  the  Tripoli  War.  It  was 
one  of  the  conditions  of  peace  that  they  should  be  restored  to  Turkey, 
but  Italy  has  never  carried  out  that  condition.  If  they  had  been  restored, 
then  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  have  passed,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  Greece  with  the  defeat  of  Turkey  in  the  present  war.  Their  popula- 
tion is  overwhelmingly  Greek,  and  if  Italy  were  voluntarily  to  hand  over 
these  islands  to  Greece  she  would  at  once  put  her  relations  with  the 
kingdom  of  Greece  on  a  more  friendly  footing,  and,  what  is  even  more 
important,  would  help  to  place  on  a  firm  basis  the  conditions  of  peace 
throughout  Eastern  Europe." 


LIVERPOOL    POST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  20,  1919. 

"ITALY   AND    THE    ADRIATIC. 

"  SIR, — The  admirable  and  instructive  article  in  your  issue  of  yester- 
day, and  the  sympathetic  reference  to  the  aspirations  of  the  Yugo-Slavs 
and  Dodecanesians,  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the  true  Gladstonian 
spirit.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Liberal  party  will  adhere  to  its  traditions, 
and  support  the  aspirations  of  these  oppressed  peoples  for  national 
independence. 

"  One  sentence  in  your  article,  however,  seems  to  me  to  require  modi- 
fication. You  state :  "  We  may  agree  with  Italy's  standpoint  as  ex- 
pressed by  Baron  Sonnino,  or  we  may  not ;  but  it  deserves  the  most 
sympathetic  consideration,  because  in  the  final  instance  it  had  the  support 
of  the  Allies." 
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"  As  you  point  out,  the  Treaty  of  London  was  not  subscribed  to  by 
America,  Serbia,  or  Greece,  although  the  latter  nations  were  deeply 
affected. 

"  When  America  came  in  as  a  co-belligerent,  she  did  so  on  the  basis 
of  certain  principles  clearly  denned  by  President  Wilson,  one  of  them 
being  self-determination.  In  his  Message  of  the  9th  January,  1918,  the 
President  said  :  '  The  day  of  conquest  and  aggrandisement  is  gone  by 
What  we  demand  is  that  the  world  shall  be  made  safe  for  every  nation 
which  wishes  to  live  its  own  life,  determine  its  own  institutions,  be  assured 
of  justice  and  fair  dealing  by  the  other  peoples  of  the  world,  as  against 
force  and  selfish  aggression.'  This  was  three  years  after  the  treaty  upon 
which  Italy  bases  her  claims  to  '  retain  possession  of  the  islands  of  the 
Dodecanesus  at  present  occupied  by  her.' 

"  In  view  of  the  pronouncements  of  America  and  many  others  to  the 
same  effect,  and  by  Italy  herself,  which  are  all  subversive  of  its  provisions, 
if  Italy  and  her  co-signatories  wished1  to  separate  the  treaty  from  the 
spirit  of  these  pronouncements,  I  submit  she  was,  in  common  fairness  to 
America  and  the  world,  bound  to  have  said  so  immediately  after  these 
pronouncements  were  made.  Not  having  done  so,  must  she  not  by  her 
silence,  be  taken  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  lapse  of  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  ? 

"  My  object  in  writing  is  to  endeavour  to  keep  the  cause  of  these 
peoples,  struggling  to  be  free,  before  the  public,  and  so  help  them  to 
acquire  national  independence  and  self-determination,  to  which  they  are 
justly  entitled. — Yours,  etc., 

W.  Boyle. 

"  25,  Castle-street,  Liverpool,  17th  January,  1919. 

"  Note. — '  Final '  in  the  quotation  given  by  Mr.  Boyle  was  a  slip. 
The  word  should  have  been  '  first.' — Ed.  L.P.  and  M." 


SHEFFIELD    DAILY    TELEGRAPH. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  21,  1919. 

"ITALY    AND    AEGEAN. 

"  Many  little  nationalities  besides  Armenia  are  filing  their  claims  at 
the  Peace  Conference,  and  a  diplomatist  tells  me  that  perhaps  the  most 
readable  and  complete  is  the  White  Paper  put  in  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Dodecanese,  the  islands   off   Asia   Minor,   including    Mitylene  and 
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"Rhodes,  which  Italy  took  from  Turkey  in  1912  and  still  holds.  The 
people  of  these  isles  speak  Greek,  and  claim  reunion  with  Greece  for 
reasons  ancient  and  modern,  beginning  with  the  fact  that  from  the  Dode- 
canese came  Herodotus,  father  of  history,  and  Hippocrates,  father  of 
medicine.  Sentimentalists  would  grant  their  claim  at  once,  but  sentiment 
does'not  rule  Italian  policy,  either  in  the  Adriatic  or  the  y£gean.  What 
Italy  requires  is  security  and  trade.  She  gained  these  isles  as  the  fruits 
of  victory  in  one  war,  and  she  fails  to  see  why  the  fact  that  she  has 
won  another  and  most  costly  campaign  should  make  it  incumbent  on  her 
to  give  them  up.  Much  more  logical,  from  her  point  of  view,  would  be 
the  addition  of  Smyrna  to  the  Italian  Protectorate.  She  always  is  able  to 
point  to  our  continued  occupation  of  Cyprus,  another  Greek  outpost,  and 
she  does  so." 


DAILY  TELEGRAPH. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  21,  1919, 

"PROBLEMS    OF    THE    PEACE    CONFERENCE. 

DIFFICULTIES    AND    DANGERS." 

From  Dr.  E.  J.  DILLON. 

Paris,  Jan.  15. 
"  Again,  if  Italy  retains  the  Greek  islands  of  the  Dodecanese,  where 
there  is  no  Italian  population  at  all,  she  would  embitter  Hellenism 
throughout  the  world,  and  she  cannot  afford  to  raise  up  implacable 
enemies  in  Eastern  Europe,  where  she  looks  for  markets  and  a  wide  field 
for  her  cultural  activities  in  the  future.  Signor  Bissolati  advocates  a 
renunciation  of  Dalmatia,  the  Dodecanese,  and  the  lands  of  the  Alto- 
Adige,  in  exchange  for  Fiume,  which  he,  too,  regards  as  Italy's  by  right." 


LIVERPOOL    DAILY    COURIER. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  21,  1919, 

"  ROME-ATHENS    AGREEMENT. 
"  Signor  Tittoni,  the  ex-Italian  Ambassador  in  Paris,  declared  at  Satur- 
day's Italian  colonial  conference,  held  under  his  chairmanship,  that  his 
country  and  Greece  would  reach  a  private  understanding  in  regard  to 
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"  their  conflicting  territorial  claims— e.g.,  about  the  Dodecanese.  This 
confirms  the  information  I  recorded  in  these  columns  last  week  when  I 
wrote  how  energetically  M.  Venizelos  was  working  behind  the  scenes  for 
an  accord  with  Signor  Orlando  and  Baron  Sonnino  on  this  very  point. 
The  Conference  will  merely  have  to  ratify  formally  the  agreement  which 
may  soon  have  been  concluded  between  Rome  and  Athens." 


THE    SPECTATOR. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  25,  1919. 

Commenting  on  Mr.  Bissolati's  speech  in  its  issue  of  the  25th  inst, 
The  Spectator  wrote,  inter  alia,  the  following  :  — 

"  He  would  give  up  Rhodes  and  the  other  islands  of  the  Dodecanese, 
occupied  since  the  first  war  with  Turkey,  to  Greece,  because  the  inhabitants 
are  all  Greeks." 


THE  NATION. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  25,  1919, 

"Or  take  Italian  Nationalism.  Like  its  French  counterpart,  it  is  a 
highly  spirited  affair,  but  when  a  man  like  Bissolati  is  howled  down  in 
Milan  for  protesting  that  Italy  should  only  keep  what  Mazzini  would 
have  given  her,  and  go  where  she  can  show  a  clear  title  of  nationality, 
one  can  divine  to  what  perilous  path  it  may  lead  us.  The  other  day  I 
saw  some  representative  Greeks  from  the  Dodecanese.  Save  for  some  few 
hundred  Turks  in  Rhodes  and  some  Mussulman  refugees  in  Kos,  the 
people  of  these  islands  are  purely  Greek  in  origin,  and  Greek  is  the  only 
language  in  use.  Italy  occupied  them,  for  temporary  strategic  or  poli- 
tical reasons,  in  1911.  Now  she  retains  them,  isolates  them  from  the  rest 
of  the  world,  and  is  stamping  out  the  marks  of  their  ancient  civilisation, 
while  she  declines  even  to  discuss  the  question  of  their  fate  with  the 
Motherland.  Classical  statues  and  inscriptions  in  Greek  are  carried 
off.  The  islanders  are  driven  from  their  homes,  and  there  are  already 
60,000  refugees  at  the  Pirseus.  The  remnant  is  threatened  with  starvation, 
and  hundreds  have  already  died  of  hunger.  Yet  these  men  fought 
bravely  in  the  war,  volunteering  for  service,  and  going  out  in  boats  with 
hand  bombs  to  chase  the  German  submarines.  Why  are  they  to  be 
Italianised  against  every  principle  of  Mr.  Wilson's  peace  ?" 
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THE    SUNDAY  TIMES. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  26,  1919, 

"  SIR, — As  an  ardent  lover  of  my  country,  may  I  express  my  agree- 
ment with  the  arguments  in  Mr.  Harold  Cox's  article  on  '  Italy's  Oppor- 
tunity '  ?  I  only  wish  to  say  in  criticism  that  he  has  probably  over- 
estimated the  importance  of  the  people  who  shouted  down  Signor  Bisso- 
lati  in  the  Scala  Theatre.  I  believe  that  this  unfortunate  scene  was  due 
to  a  small,  noisy  fraction,  and  that  the  large  majority  of  Italians  are  in 
favour  of  the  sober  principles  that  Signor  Bissolati  has  so  patriotically 
advocated. 

"  London,  Jan.  20.  An  ITALIAN." 


GLASGOW  HERALD. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  January  27,  1919. 

"THE    TWELVE    ISLANDS. 

A    MINOR    PROBLEM    OF    THE    PEACE." 

"  Even  granting  the  acceptance  of  the  famous  fourteen  points  and  all 
the  canons  of  self-determination,  national  will,  historic  claims,  cultural 
rights,  and  the  like,  there  will  be  many  thorny  points  for  the  Peace  Confer- 
ence to  settle,  points  which  will  task  its  statesmanship  to  the  last  degree 
of  severity.  The  frontiers  in  Eastern  Europe,  for  instance,  present  a 
mass  of  conflicting  claims  which  render  impartiality  possible  only  at  the 
price  of  complete  confusion,  requiring  to  be  met  by  Alexander's  crude 
device  in  the  case  of  the  gordian  knot.  But,  curiously  enough,  the  points 
which  seem  likely  to  cause  most  trouble  and  fiercest  partisanship  are  pre- 
cisely those  where,  as  is  the  case  with  Dalmatia,  there  is  actually  only 
one  side  to  the  case.     Of  these  the  most  important,  perhaps,  is  the  future 
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"  of  the  Dodecanese,  the  twelve  islands  which  are  grouped  to  the  west  of 
Rhodes.  Here  the  claimants  are  Italy  and  Greece,  of  whom  the  latter 
has  all  the  advantage  of  logic  and  the  former  of  force. 

"THE    ISLANDS    IN    HISTORY. 

"  There  has  been  no  time  in  history  when  the  Twelve  Islands  were 
not  in  all  essentials  Hellenic.  In  the  pre-historic  ages  we  find  them 
sharing  in  the  once  mysterious  civilisation  of  the  ^gean  and  fully  iden- 
tified with  the  cultural  life  of  ancient  Greece.  Their  citizens  were  all 
over  the  Mediterranean  world,  with  the  Achaeans  in  their  descents  in 
Egypt,  with  Nebuchadnezzar  and  with  Psammetichus,  and  in  the  colonies 
which  sowed  the  seeds  of  modernity  all  over  the  Middle  Sea.  They 
joined  in  the  fight  against  Persia,  and  stood  by  Athens  in  the  great  days 
of  Perikles.  Under  the  Lagidae  of  Egypt  they  formed  a  centre  of  learn- 
ing and  art  which  rivalled  the  glories  of  Alexandria.  Under  Rome  they 
were  trade  centres  of  the  eastern  provinces  and  outposts  of  civilisation 
under  Byzantium.  One  has  only  to  remember  Hippocrates,  the  doctor, 
and  Herodas,  the  satirist,  both  natives  of  Kos,  the  colossus  of  Rhodes, 
and  its  literary  colossus,  who  is  called  Apollonius,  and  the  apocalypse 
which  was  granted  to  a  Jewish  exile  in  Patmos  to  realise  their  place  in 
the  development  of  the  ancient  world.  When  the  Eastern  Empire 
vanished  before  the  Ottoman  they  still  maintained  a  brave  resistance, 
but  by  1522  they  were  completely  conquered.  Unable  to  hold  out  like 
their  more  fortunate  brethren  in  the  West,  for  three  centuries  they  suf- 
fered all  the  barbarity  and  oppression  of  Turkish  rule.  Bitter  haters  and 
capable  patriots,  they  were  the  first  to  respond  when  the  fiery  cross  of 
freedom  was  sent  round  the  isles  in  the  great  days  of  Greek  independence. 
Their  daring  privateers  were  the  terror  of  the  Turkish  fleets,  and  their  - 
sons  knew  how  to  die  with  Ypsilant  and  Botzaris.  But  they  were  too  far 
away  for  the  diplomatists  to  see,  and  their  union  to  Greece  was  refused. 
Their  organisation  was  so  powerful,  however,  that  they  were  able  to 
extort  and  maintain  favourable  treatment  from  their  oppressors.  They 
were  granted  a  typically  Oriental  species  of  autonomy,  being  nominally 
Turkish  territory,  but  actually  free  at  the  cost  of  very  small  tribute — 
Patmos,  for  example,  paid  only  one  Turkish  pound  per  annum — and  had 
special  Consular  offices  in  the  Turkish  capital.  They  sent  their  money 
and  their  prayers  to  aid  the  cause  of  Greece  in  Crete,  in  Macedoina,  in 
Epirus,  and  their  volunteers  fought  in  1897  at  Demokos  and  Pharsalus. 
They  greeted  the  advent  of  a  rebel  to  power  at  Athens  in  the  person  of 
M.  Venizelos  as  betokening  a  further  expansion  of  the  Motherland,  and, 
secure  in  their  privileged  position,  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  the 
advent  of  the  ships  of  Greece  would  reunite  them  once  again  to  the  land 
that  was  and  is  Hellas. 
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"THE  APPEARANCE  OF  ITALY. 
"  In  1912,  however,  one  of  these  strange  vicissitudes  of  fate  which 
the  most  experienced  of  statesmen  cannot  foresee  befell  them.  Italy, 
despairing  of  forcing  the  issue  in  her  campaign  in  Tripoli,  resolved  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  ^Lgean.  Her  fleet  raided  the  Dardanelles,  and 
her  marines  on  April  22  formally  took  possession  of  Rhodes  and  the 
Dodecanese.  Turkey  capitulated,  but  the  Italians  retained  possession  of 
the  islands  as  security  for  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne.  Thus 
when  the  Balkan  wars  broke  out,  though  the  whole  yEgean  fell  into  the 
power  of  Greece  within  a  few  days,  the  fact  of  the  Italian  occupation  pre- 
vented the  liberating  fleet  approaching  the  Dodecanese.  The  islanders 
demonstrated  solemnly  and  movingly,  but  the  Italian  Government  was 
obdurate,  and  the  treaties  which  ended  the  war  left  the  islands  unre- 
deemed and  in  the  anomalous  position  of  Turkish  territory  which  Turkey 
could  not  hope  to  hold  held  by  Italy  as  a  guarantee  for  action  which 
Turkey  could  not  expect  to  perform.  Despite  the  protests  of  the  Greek 
Government  and  the  petitions  of  the  islands  this  state  of  things  still  sub- 
sists, and  the  knowledge  that  the  treaty  of  1915  (Art.  VIII.)  recognised 
the  islands  as  Italian  territory  had  a  determining  effect  on  the  anti- 
Venezelists  in  their  policy  of  embarrassing  the  Entente.  The  question 
figured  among  the  causes  of  the  lamentable  breakdown  of  negotiations 
in  the  summer  of  that  year,  and  since  then  the  Venezilist  regime,  which 
has  proved  its  devotion  to  the  common  cause  on  the  blood-stained  fields  of 
Macedonia,  has  not  ceased  to  press  the  claims  of  Greece.  To  the  original 
treaty  of  1915,  however,  the  Sonnino  party  has  clung  with  unwavering 
tenacity,  and  the  Rome  Government  has  consistently  treated  the  islands 
as  Italian  property.  Signor  Bissolati,  in  an  interview  with  the  correspon- 
dent of  a  London  daily,  gave  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  resignation, 
*  so  deeply  deplored  here  and  in  France — '  I  have  failed  to  move  Baron 
Sonnino  from  the  doctrine  of  the  permanent  retention  of  the  Dodecanese! 

"THE    WILL    OF    THE    ISLANDS. 

"  To  the  Sonnino  position  there  is  an  easy  answer.  Out  of  a  popula- 
tion of  118,837  there  are,  apart  from  the  officials  of  the  occupation,  only 
a  handful  of  Italians,  while  there  are  102,727  Greeks,  the  '  almost  exclu- 
sively Greek  population '  of  which  Signor  Bissolati  speaks.  '  Italy's  posi- 
tion in  the  Dodecanese*  said  the  clerical  Imperialist  Corriere  d'Ifalia,  in 
August  of  last  year,  '  is  a  purely  negative  one,'  and  their  retention  is 
opposed  by  all  the  best  exponents  of  Italian  nationalism.  The  islanders 
themselves  have  no  alternative  policy  to  their  reunion  with  Greece.  There 
is  room  only  for  two  quotations.  The  first  is  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Karpathos,  typical  of  many  others:  — 

" '  We  are  ready  to  sacrifice  everything  that  we  may  fall  into  the  arms 
of  our  Great  Mother  and  thus  remain  united  for  ever..     We  emphasise  for 
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"  the  last  time  to  our  mighty  protectors  that  we  have  only  one  wish  and 
one  aspiration,  and  that  our  thoughts  are  concentrated  on  one  point — 
union  with  Greece,  our  Great  Mother — and  we  do  not  mean  to  resign 
ourselves  to  any  other  fate.' 

"  The  other  is  from  the  petition  of  the  Dodecanesian  League  to  the 
Powers  for  permission  to  fight  as  Greeks — 

Now  that  Greece,  our  Mother  Country,  is  mobilising  to  fight  under 
the  leadership  of  our  immortal  chief,  M.  Venezelos,  by  the  side  of  the 
heroic  Allies,  we,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dodecanese,  Greeks  for  thousands 
of  years,  would  consider  it  the  greatest  of  honours  if  we  were  allowed  to 
fight  by  the  side  of  our  Mother  Country  for  the  liberation  of  the  nations 
and  the  cause  of  civilisation.' 

"  The  League  has  addressed  itself  to  the  Premier,  to  President  Wilson, 
and  to  M.  Clemenceau  (December  2)  in  pursuance  of  a  historic  right.  Is 
it  too  much  to  hope  that  their  burning  appeal  for  liberty  and  for  reunion 
will  not  remain  unconsidered  ? 

R.  T.  C." 


THE    NEAR    EAST. 

Cutting  from  issue  dated  February  7,  1  91  9. 
THE    DODECANESE   AND    THE    TREATY    OF    LAUSANNE. 

The  capitulation  of  Turkey  on  October  31,  1918,  provided  for  the  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  all  the  Turkish  forces,  but  the  clauses  relating  to  these 
provisions  were  three  in  number.  Article  16  stipulated  for  the  surrender  of  all 
garrisons  in  the  Hejaz,  Assir,  Yemen,  Syria  and  Mesopotamia,  i.e.,  all  the 
extensive  districts  in  which  the  Turks  had  been  offering  resistance  in  the 
course  of  that  war.  Articles  17  and  18  relate  exclusively  to  Cyrenaica  :  "  The 
surrender  of  all  Turkish  officers  in  Tripolitania  and  Cyrenaica  to  the  nearest 
Italian  garrison.  Turkey  guarantees  to  stop  supplies  and  communication 
with  these  officers,  if  they  do  not  obey  the  order  to  surrender.  The  surrender 
of  all  ports  occupied  in  Tripolitania  and  Cyrenaica,  including  Misurata  (to  the 
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east  of  Tripoli)  to  the  nearest  Allied  garrison  (presumably  Italian).''  There  is 
an  explanation  ready  to  hand  for  the  strange  particularity  with  which  in  the 
terms  of  the  Turkish  armistice  two  clauses  are  devoted  to  a  field  of  battle 
comparatively  insignificant. 

It  is  a  story  of  seven  years  ago.  The  balance  of  power  in  the  Balkans 
was  very  precarious,  and  had  been  shaken  by  Italy's  war  against  Turkey  in 
1911,  which  was  terminated  by  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne  on  November  4,  1911. 
Italy  annexed  Tripoli  and  retained  the  Dodecanese  as  a  pledge  for  the  proper 
execution  by  Turkey  of  the  terms  of  surrender. 

The  relations  between  Italy  and  her  partners  of  the  Triple  Alliance  were 
peculiar.  Italy  waged  this  war  against  the  wish  of  Austria-Hungary,  and  both 
Italy  and  Austria- Hungary  were  bound,  under  Article  VII.  of  the  Treaty  of  the 
Triple  Alliance,  to  respect  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Balkans,  and  to  forgo 
any  advance,  save  on  terms  of  mutual  and  equal  concession,  after  an  accord 
pvealable.  The  military  operations  of  Italy  were  conducted  under  severe 
geographical  restrictions ;  she  might  not  attack  Turkey  on  the  Adriatic  or  the 
/Egean  front.  Count  Berchtold*  very  much  objected  to  the  temporary 
occupation  of  the  Dodecanese,  as  tending  to  the  disruption  of  Turkey ;  but  the 
imminence  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Balkan  War  of  1912  (which  resulted  in  the 
liberation  of  Macedonia  by  the  Balkan  peoples)  made  him  modify  his  tone. 
On  April  15,  1912,  he  expressed  his  readiness  "  to  regard  Rhodes,  Carphthos 
and  Stampalia  as  not  necessarily  part  of  the  isles  of  the  /Egea.n  Sea"  ;  and  on 
May  21  Kiderlen-Wachter  from  Berlin  acknowledged  with  thanks  this  concilia- 
tory attitude  on  the  part  of  Austria- Hungary,  and  cherished  the  hope  that  this 
Italian  occupation  of  several  islands  in  the  /Egean  would  have  no  dangerous 
reaction  in  the  Balkans. 

The  occupation  was  always  understood  to  be  provisional,  and  this  fact 
was  acknowledged  by  Italy.  Burian,  the  Austrian  Foreign  Minister,  instructed 
Macchio,  his  Ambassador  at  Rome,  in  these  terms:  "  Italy  has  often  assured 
the  Austro- Hungarian  Government  in  the  most  explicit  terms  that  the  occupa- 
tion was  only  temporary,  and  would  come  to  an  end  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  between  Italy  and  Turkey.  A  written  declaration  was  discussed, 
and  this  was  the  text  proposed  at  that  time  by  Italy  :  "  II  est  entendu  que  dans 
la  pensee  du  Gouvernement  Royal  italien,  l'occupation  effectuee  jusqu'  a  ce 
jour,  ou  qui  pourrait  s'effectuer  dans  la  suite  des  iles  de  la  mer  egee  a  un 
caractere  provisoire  et  que  les  dites  iles  seront  restituees  a  la  Turquie  apres 
la  cessation  des  hostilities  entre  l'ltalie  et  la  Turquie,  et  que  par  consequent 
apres  l'evacuation  de  la  Tripolitaine  et  de  la  Cyrenai'que  de  la  part  des  troupes 
et  des  officiers  ottomans,  et  aussitot  que  la  realisation  des  conditions  indiquees 
dans  la  note  italienne  du  15  mars  1912  aux  Grandes  Puissances  aura  ete 
obtenue."  It  follows  (Durian  continues)  "that  the  conditions  on  which  the 
Italian  Government  had  made  the  evacuation  contingent  no  longer  subsist,  and 
yet  for  over  three  years  (i.e.,  in  1915)  Italy  had  not  restored  the  islands  to 
Turkey." 

*  The  authority  and  the  citations  are  from  the  Austro-Hungarian  Ked-book  II.  ' 
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The  Balkan  wars  were  then  in  progress  ;  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  this 
secret  undertaking  continued  as  follows : — "  11  est  egalement  entendu  que  la 
presente  declaration  qui  decoule  des  dispositions  de  l'article  VII.  du  Traite  de 
Triple  Alliance  sera  consideree  par  le  Gouvernement  austrohongrois,  ainsi  que 
par  le  Gouvernement  italien  comme  strictement  secrete  et  confidentielle,  car, 
si  elle  etait  connue  par  la  Turquie,  elle  n'atteindrait  pas  le  but  commun  aux 
deux  Puissances,  qui  est  de  hater  et  de  faciliter  la  paix."  In  other  words, 
Italy  might  have  been  bound  to  restore  the  islands  to  Turkey  before  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Balkan  wars,  in  which  event  Greece  might  have  come  into 
her  own. 

The  Balkan  wars  resulted  in  the  triumph  of  the  countries  whose  interests 
did  not  accord  with  those  of  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  in  the  utter  defeat  of 
Turkey,  which  was  becoming  a  German  protectorate,  and  Bulgaria,  the  cats- 
paw  of  Austria- Hungary  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  apparently  to  this  very 
day  these  preliminaries  have  not  been  carried  out  by  Turkey,  and  Italy 
retained  the  islands  throughout  the  Balkan  Wars  and  the  European  War. 

Thereby,  these  islands,  and  these  alone,  could  not  be  redeemed  by  the 
Greek  Navy  in  the  first  Balkan  war.  Whatever  the  dynastic  reasons  of  State 
which  rendered  it  undesirable  that  Turkey  should  effectively  evacuate  Cyren- 
aica,  and  thus  reopen  the  question  of  the  Dodecanese,  they  have  lapsed  utterly, 
since  Italy  renounced  the  Triple  Alliance  and  the  pro-Turkish  policy  of  the 
Germans  ;  and  all  such  considerations  are  dead,  since  the  negotiations  for  the 
peace  after  the  great  war  are  acknowledged  to  be  conducted  on  national  lines 
of  thought,  and  not  of  strategic  or  imperialistic  annexationism. 

The  substance  of  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne  is  unassailable ;  Tripolitama 
and  Cyrenaica  can  never  be  returned  to  Turkish  misrule ;  but  it  will  be 
another  evil  precedent  if  the  clause  relating  to  the  Dodecanese  be  regarded  as 
another  "  scrap  of  paper."  Should  there  be  any  Turkish  regular  forces  in  the 
former  region  there  retained  ever  since  1911 — a  supposition  which  needs 
demonstration — by  the  degree  of  the  Alliance  of  the  free  nations  these  have  to 
surrender  to  the  Italian  army  of  occupation.  If  so,  the  Greek  islands  revert 
to  Turkey,  or  since  the  Turkish  Empire  is  happily  dead,  to  its  executors,  the 
Entente,  who  must,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  their  bond,assign 
them  to  the  motherland  of  Greece. 
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WHITE  BOOK. 

THE  DODECANESE. 

Resolutions  and  Documents  Concerning  the  Dodecanese. 
1912-1919. 

In  the  White  Book  pages,  after  a  short  preface  for  the  historical  in- 
struction of  the  reader,  there  are  set  forth  the  plebiscites  of  the  Dode- 
canesians, which  have  been  repeatedly  submitted  to  the  European 
Governments  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  by  which  they  (the 
Dodecanesians)  declare  before  God  and  men  that  they  are  Greeks,  and 
nothing  but  Greeks,  and  that  for  centuries  they  have  cherished  but  one 
national  aspiration — union  with  Mother  Greece. 

Next  follow  all  the  documents  of  the  Dodecanesians,  which  prove 
that  at  the  most  critical  phase  of  the  war,  at  a  time  when  the  Germain 
army  was  almost  before  the  walls  of  Paris,  they,  not  knowing  in  which 
direction  the  scales  of  war  would  turn,  came  forward  full  of  enthusiasm 
the  moment  Greece  mobilised,  and  repeatedly  and  persistently  asked  to 
be  allowed  to  enlist,  and  to  fight  by  the  side  of  the  Allies  for  the 
freedom  of  nations  and  for  civilisation. 

Finally  are  given  copies  of  the  memorials  submitted  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Dodecanesians  to  their  Excellencies  President  Wilson, 
Lloyd  George,  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  Geo.  Clemenceau,  Prime 
Minister  of  France,  and  A.  J.  Balfour,  British  Foreign  Minister,  as  well 
as  the  replies  received  from  them. 
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